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attended Lone Wak
Vigh School during
his many years as
Principal rom

1947 - 1967






JOHN E. ROBINSON, OUR
PRINCIPAL

We; the Seniory of Lone Oak High
School; feel that we are very fortunate
in having Mr. Johw E. Robinsony well~
known educational leader and
thinker, ay owr principalc Thiy v Mr.
Robinson'y first year ay principals of
our school and during thiy year, he
hay been very co-operative with the
Senior Clasy irv all our activitiey. We
have found hinv never too- bugy or too-
tired: to- attend to hiy student'y
problemy for each student’y problem iy
also-  hiy  problem Under hiy

and several departmenty expanded:
Mr. Robinson hay taken a prominent

part inv behalf of education in the
county ay well ay irv owr school having
beenv elected chairman of the
McCracken County Teachery
Associatioru



Loyalty Song

We're loyal to- yow Lone Oaks
High
we're faithful and true Lone
Oak High
We'll back yow to- tand against
the best invthe land/
For we know yow have stood
Lone Oak High
So- crack out that ball Lone Oaks
High
We're backing yow all Lone Oak
High
Owr tean iy the best, protector
Ond Boyy for we expect
victory fromv you; Lone Oaks
High
Fling out that dear old
banner, purple and gold



For all our sony and,
fighting so-bold,

Like: mew of oldew gianty,
fighting reliance, shouting
defiance
Oskewawad
Amid those broad green fieldy
that nowrish owr land,

And unto-thee we pledge our
heart and hand,
Our dear old high school; Lone
Oak Highu



FOREWARD

Ay we; the Senior Clasy pasy
througlv the doory of Lone Oak High
School, we want tor leave behind usy av
reminder of those thingsy which for
fouwr yeary we have held most dear.
In the yeary to- come; one may tuwrw
the pages of the 1947 Flash and see

what happened at LOI.S. during
that year.

It & owr desire tor bring back the
memoriey of the clagesr and the
happeningsy of the year 1946-47 in
Lone Oak High Schook

That thiy book may be an
incentive o all under-graduatey of
Lone Oak High School o carry the
banner flying highv for our beloved
Alma Mater & the sincere wishy of
each member of the clagy of “47.



%WWM&“QM’“W mgtk‘:’
o/-‘lo‘noauht‘n‘ulﬂq‘Ja’M He was
sestous and talling sbudents Row on this past wek the
wind had saused sevesal doons to be broken. He was
w-h&u-,un‘a/u‘o-w&mbwl‘c
doox until it elosed. The statement he made next was a
quote, “These glass doors ave getting to be a pain”
Realizing he Rad made a pun, the teachens first stasted
the ohuckls and then the students fotned tn. We would
not Kave doved to Lough ot Me. Robinson f the
hu&u“nddaddﬁd. T am proud to have been a
graduate of Lone Ouk High School and to Ravs had
the chance to know Ar. Rokinson, even though at the
uu-ﬂmw‘,Mcf‘th-u’L

Sometimes [ wonder, when 0 vemembes back to those
pep sally doys with Mr. Kobinson, whevs has that pixit
,au? ﬂmmyl‘d-’%udhah
to witness the sohool spisit and loyally of the days of what
1 sonsider old

Jervey Ward Beyer — Class of 1968
(Memortes of LONS)



D don't have any stosics o add buk do have
way downstaire o the Coleteria. Cuw
Vigh School had o hometowe [eeling thab
Ass meuses gone sy

The ane thing ) remembes is that no maliew
years, D wanied o graduats rom High
duning those years, but M Robinsan suill
leb us come to classew and graducte. D am
s thankfdfon tha

Phillip Mowis and D walked togeihew i
named hew Ceviia Hnn NMowie— D tnisd to
et him 1o name hov Phylise Hnm because
D wanted o pase my name dowsn o my
ouin, bt b all worked ok with umes

G yeass ln High School didn'v have the
duge ov alcohol o deal with (Thank
God), bub we all just wanted o sy up
and mavy.  Same moviages worked and
some didn'tc Uty all of us turncd out o be
good, solid cilicens:



D have enjoyed oun class reunions and have
kept in contact with moat theough the years:

Teris Cuans Harper— 1958

William Bouglas Evans (FBill) -

1957

Youw cannat believe the appreciation
School graduates have made on the
“Uncle Yohn Robinson” Jamily!

W C "Buddy & HAnn
“Robinson

Dorothy (Robinson) & L.
Gk

Clayton & Duanita ECilliam

Clay & Linda Robinson

Vulia (Robinson) & Mike Brown
Secat & Kym Robinson

Edav Williams



My Great “Uncle was Dohn Robinson: D loved
oy Unslo Dokw doaely D koo auch o
memonica of him. Like hows he used to pop cown
‘When it was done, he would wll us hids Lo lake one
piece of i and place W on the end of auw longues
The fuat one o have o picce melt on the end of hie
ov how langue would get the whole bowl. (b would
neves melt) Nieanwhile he would savwallll!

My Grandmoiher (his sisien) used o ll me
when Ao and his brothes had the chicken pox. They
would call hew to buing theay waten. “When she
opened the doow they would shoot at hev with “FK
bunch who called yalling ‘alhing' and thew bark



pusaycats inside. My Uncle Dohn was the liggest
pusaycatof them all.

D amv 30 glad this is being done in his memory. D
knows he will always be in mine!

Clay Gilliam

O 1965, D became the rwclpient of the Dohn
Hobinson Scholarship. Ay a result of this initial
stepping stone, D went on (o recelue my master's

Therefors, D am happy to have the opportunity to
say “Thank You" to Ma. Robinson.

Rhetta Choice Wehrenbergy



D guaduated from Lone Cak Wigh Schaol
(Clase of 1948) and had wery high wgard fov my
peincipal, Ma. Dohn “Kobinson:

Dackie Howard

Vow litling ~ & bust Jov & man that busted me
many Umes i my school days ab Lone Wak High

Wob Steele

P. 8. D deserved cunny one he gave me, plus many
mose!//

When Lendell Stnaud was attending Lone Qak
ship study halle Mo went up 1o the highway and
thumbed o vde o work ab & supesmarket M
Gt v youngy man  Youw are going back to
schooll D appreciate yow waning to work but yow
need 1o be in school.” D can vemember himy coming
o oun music class and listening o us sing and )



alioays booked fousard to that. 0 had Lots of good

Londell Stvanb (deacased)
Nealda Bell Straub

This s a very worthy project for a vewy fine prinsipal
O’Io‘nﬁa‘lnm ﬂgu&dﬂhms.

Jantce Burnett Overstreet

of his dedication to the students of Lone Ok
High Sehool and alio the sommunity hie sevoed. Than:
you for this tumendous project. Tm e @& will b

Betty Belle



M Robinson neves came up o the second floow
Vo also never icd o have the intencomy systemy
wpsired. o said he tusted hia teachers and had
no desins (0 spy on them Pheing o leacher mysall
mbpdw’-ﬂw’“ D can appreciate

The anly time D vememben being in his office wae
when D had gotlen o tcket fov vechless driving om
the way back from o Sowth Marshall baskeiball
game. D wae afraid of Ma Robinson, but more
afsaid of my [ather's waclion. Someone had wld
me that M “Robinson might be able to talh 1o the

judge; 30 D gob up my counage and went in Lo see
which made me vewy happy.

Anothes ime a leaches had lakem & walen gun [rom
o student. The male suudent decided (o go ash Ma
Robinson fou the vetunn of his property — “Not &
good idea”lll “When D ashed Ronald what
Aappenad, he lold me, “HNe knocked me oub of my
shoes”. Needlass 1o say Ao never saus his watew

sy



D. alsos vemember that as siudents, we never knews
believe in pitting studenls against each other. AL
assemblies, he often told us that we could achieve
whatever we sel aun minds to doc

D hnows we were very fortunate to have had such o
strong Principal.

Gaweett, Allen Phelps— 1965

My [avorite memory of “Ma. Robinson” is from o
time when ke was substitide teaching and lectined
the talk by telling us to vead any of Shakespeare’s
works except Verme and Adomnis; because b had
too much sew in itc @Y course, we all raced to the

library to check out that play.
Pat Fullenton



Duning my tern years ab Lone Cak Vigh Schaol,
Ma Robinson was the anly puincipal D hneus
o ranv the school with an o hand but was so

faiv and well wepected.

My only siosy is o wcall the time D had an
alioncation on the school bus going home one
afterncon. The nesct day, both of us were called o
Ma. Robinson's office, as the bus duiver had 1o
wpost ue fou fighting. D was in the ik grade ab
the time.  As therw ware o sides o the stovy
figusing whose fault i was, therws was no wal
disceaning who should bo disciplined the most. N
Robinson talhed to both of us and D remember
being told he had betier neues have Lo call us to his
office again. Naedleas 1o say, my wcord oves the

D did not vt 1o his office until my Seniow yean
N wae seven years latew when D once again was
summoned o his office bub it seemed mowe like
soucn weehs. D hnew my hnses were hnocking
togethey v fean.  Tosunately, U was not to be
disciplined, bud o lell me that he Aad selected a poow
Melber boy (who had no othew financial help o



scholawship. Dt was not o lots but i bought my
boaks the fivst year of college

strive to achioue!

Randel €. CGibson, D. @.

An interesting story about M. Robinsan? Most
of my contacts with him were uery novmal and that
le what most impressed me about him. He gave
stability o everything irv the HHigh School and the
Lono Wak community. D appreciated his
commitment to “Chuist and his openness to always
be available to his students, day ov night.

As lang as he lived, D would always go by to see
him when D was v tows. . .long aftev he relired.
He was always so cordial and gracious and. wanted
to knous what was going on in my life and fov my
family. “What o wondesful man. . .o eal example
of manhood and & perfect role model fov all his
students. . .o great Mentor!

PBob Ross



Dohn Robinson's greatest joy in life seemed 1o be
secing ov heaving about “his kids” going om to
bacome successful at whatever they chose to do afles

D, pessanally, might nevev have graduated rom
college, had he not veminded ma ab every opposune
time, that D had the potential and the ebilivy to

accomplish whateves D desired.

Ao serving a foun year “hisch” i the Al Fosce,
D ensolled in phawvmacy school in Alabama. D

graduaied high i my clase with @ 3.5 GPA

D am wlired nows fromv o profession that D
thosoughly enjoyed.  D've sold my ownesship in
o drugatows and sdl own o jpwelsy store v
Ernserpuse, Alabama

D can very tudhully siate that Ma Robinson's
belic in mo while D was undew his wielage played
o huge past in my life. Knowing that youw will
Aeas ihis, O say, “Thank you, Mix. Robinson”.

Lany %). Bunnett - 1955



D attended school in Clinton before coming to
Lane Dak fov my Duniov and Seniov years M
Fobinson was principal there in Clinton while 9
was in grade school. “Yow can just imagine what o
shock it was to come to & school, that had no system
of orden.

On the [all of 1946, my semion yeas, M
Hobinaon came to Lone @ak and D was rwally
glad 1o see him: Vo became uery discouraged at
times that year;, but thankfully he stuck it out and
wally made Lone @ak o great school. D think
maoat sudents vealiced he was an excellent school
administraton.

D think the Junnicst stony D euer heard about him,
was told by ack Cavoll, at My Robinson's
selivement party.  Dack was then known as o
Dwant Officer. While driving to Lone @ak ane
day, he found two boys walking about where the
Onterstate o nouw He stopped and asked i they
were supposed o be in school and they admitted that
they were. e told them to get in his cav and he
would drive them to school. e braught them to
Lane Wak and told them lo get out and come on in
with Kim, which they did. When they got to the



walking on the highway™. M. “Robinson told ane
of them 1o bend ouew and NMia. Robinsor then gave
don't go v school hese”. Ma Robinson said,
“Well, whess do yow go to schaoll)”. He wplied
“Tilghman”". M. “Robinson then picked up the
phone and called Tilghman and said, " Walier, D
Aave o of youn boys oues hese and D have already
paddled one of them.” Dack then ook the boys to
and was hnown o be very stuuck

Claire Austinv

D attended Lone Cak Jov all my uvelue years of
schaol(1940-1952). Ma Robinson was my
principal fov sie of those welue years (1346-1952).

D Aave many good memonies of Lone Cuk and
boscball wam. s o sevenih gradev veally intor
sposte, that impuessed me o Lok D latew leawncd that
N Robinson had bean o very good amatewn
baseball pitchen. There was the lme in my
reshman year, when D was making o biy acket v



the boye roam: D thought D was pretty safe behind
closed doore. Ma. Robinson barged in, said he
would knows my woice anyuhere and marched me
down to the office fov ane of his Dohn Fobinson
lectures about school loyalty and being twue to
youraelf.

Anothev time i our juniov yeaw, o bunch of us
skipped school to go to Kentucky Lake to
celebrate Bill Cove's being home on leave from
us all [eel about two inches tall fov lack of school
spirit and bringing shame to oun class and parents

My most wuid memony though occussed in my
saphomore year. “We wese all hanging out in home
wany before the mowning bell rang. D wae yelling
out the windous lo someone on the playground.
M. Robinson suddenly appeared at the doow
actoss the wam, " Sonny Hubbs, i} yow don't stop
yelling, D'm going to come ouer and throus you out
that window”. D kneus he meant it. At that time,
Clem SHAnderson siepped out inv front of him and
calmly said “Now John, D doubt i yow would
actually throws himv out the window”, “Withowt
Resitation, Ma. “Robinson poked Clem in the



chesty hnocked himv acsoss the womy into the adiatow
wheseupory Clemy just slinked down to the [loox
Wall daced Cerw said, “Then againy maybe he
would”.

There are many mow memonies: Al of them
the most influeniial people v my Ufe. That's
probably why O ended up being o high schaol

Sonny Hubbs

D wae wised in Peducah and altended five high
schoole ~ Poducah Tilghman, St Mary's,
Bosans Pruvate HAcademy, Heath, and linally
Lone Cak Vigh School. D had dropped ot of
school and was working at Albvtton’s Busy sioe
whan D finst Mes Dohn Robinson:

Kobinson 1o agus 10 my molher's requesk
Without hesitation, M “Robinson enolled me ab
Lone Gk Vo informed me that D wae not to
Aave suan 30 much as & tardy, nov was he o have Lo



Something about hia demeanos made a believes of

D graduated from Lono @ak in 1953. M
Kobinaor told me he was personally dviving me to
Miurray State and emolling me. D didn't belious
D wae college matesial, but D obeyed M
Robinson

D have been setived from Carden City Prublic
Schools in Carden City, Michigam since 1986,
D had dual ceddification in elementary and
secondany educationc D have & Masters Degroe

from Fastewn Michigan University. D served as
both o teaches and administraton in Carden Tity.

D sesiously doubt that my exporience with M
Robinson was a unigue one, but vathes an example
of his dedication to childven and theiv education. D
am Jully aware that D owe my success to Mu
“Robinsorn

Fram my pessonal expevience, D hnow of no man

more desowing of o Memorial that Dohn E.
Kobinson

Vohn Millos - 1953



D was wery proud o have passed through the first
yeav NMa. Dohn Robinsow was ot Lone Cak
VWigh School. Cuv Class of 1947 graduated.
fuendly, and o very hkindhearied pessonc ‘Euery
sudent loved Dohn e was & wery outstanding
Pincipal.

N o student needed comecting, he ook them Lo his
office; closed the doow and gave the suudent a good
talhing. “We all thought well of oun Principal and
Lone Wak sudenis. He also gave great suppost
busesc Vo was like o Tathen!

“Clara Cokev— 1947

My best memory of Mu. Robinson is the man
kg every time D shipped schooll He must have
had E.8.D. ov something because D alivays goi
caughe!

RBobbie (Gatlin) Hollingsuworth



Although J attended Lone Oak Schools for 12 years,
Hellex, taught for 35 plus years at Lone Oak High
School. As a child T wumember going to the high

sokool for alf types of fumettons from ballpares to danecs
!o,uc‘mﬂau

%ﬂmml‘c#ﬁdp{m%cﬁw
He was not only my mom's boss, but ke lired acvors the
Mﬁa-u dhmn[.a,o,wldﬁdbm
when 0 was at the sshool He was never my prinsipal
Mﬂwdn“‘cmcwywmd
pmm&b‘c‘uxhﬁnﬁt‘m %Mﬂ
&ot‘ndﬂcﬁn’l-ﬂ'a(‘h"jc-ga"wt‘d
ts what his grandshildven called him. He and "M

M" wene oux frlends.

ﬂ“.gudwud.faua‘o‘/"&‘mc Jwill
Wes clls sonll oy B!

%M!-M
(Lone Oak Memanies)



ONE FOR THE LIFE LIST
(For JohwRobingorw My Father)

Acrossfive wintery.

Not a purple jacket.

Not a gold letter

Only a ragged greenw and white
Sweater and broken nose

It hay happened againd The schoolbuy
Moving out of Hendrow and ahead

Of clowdy. Student migranty come
soudding,

So-many, so fast that the gym bleachery
Cannot hold thenu
Impossible tor locate; they are led by a
shorthaired boy:

One For The Life List.

(Fast enoughy ay though at the end of
summer o Lone Oak
primitivist had painted a kchene ay
whinmyical as Bruegel)

“The buy fromv Hendrow iy here”, yaid
Poodle:

WJOMMPWM



Swear off thiy year; instead he came back
for another

Wounded heir to- v dreanu The last of
wild Americas

And better hiy stupefaction at o
playground legend,

That the ilusiow (or the aloneness) of &
Concord player

Or even an Oaker, where the sky poury
doww oceanic

emptinesy and the life of the other player
mugraley aceosy

The road tor gay pumpy.

- But evenvthe ragged sweater and brokew
nose

Give dimengion to hiy dayy and o
Robinson thank yow

For a shorthaired boy who bringy his
broken heel o last time

Thoughv he be ay plain ay thumbsqueaky
ow clear windowpanesy.

To say hisv name: Pat Hawley. And the
dreamy live, and Live,

And Live; and live; and live acrosy five
winlery.

After sor much life; sor little deathv



During the spring of 1952, same of the students ab
Lone Qak High were gelting logethev each
mowning and parlicipating in some peany ante
gambling in west woms throughowt the building.
induiduals engaged in the ewil deed.

Qe immediately called a school assembly in the
gym and proceeded lo berate the caught individuals
and belabored the reat of the student body as to the
such behaviow in his school. AL the end of this
tirade, he demanded that any othew students who
down to the Jloon

A Jirst @ tickle and thew o Jlood o) students
mouved fsom the stands to- the [loov until about three~
founthe of the student body were standing on the
Hloow sumounding Ma. Robinson: o this day, D

Frank . HNawmis - 1952



D was in my second week of suudent teaching
industial ans at “Lone Cak High Schaol, when
D weceived the summons to M. Robinson's office:
“Smisty”, he said, “we need an algebra substiute
and because of the Y ouwbreck, no one is
awailable”. “Can yow help mel” Algebra has
no lor Yohn Robinson? Shack sebine D'm sune D
said yes, and ab the same time wondevng how 9
was going o suvsve this. Tunally alten two weeks
of waching algebra, the wegulan teacher velurned,
and D vebunned to the security of the woad shogp
The next day D veceived anothev call to Ma
Robinson's office. “Smitty”, he stanted. D knews
from hat name D wes in touble. “Dbon
Swphenson's Ondusiviall Avs teachen is oul with
the fluc “Can yow help us out?” N Stephenson
was ab that lime the Principal of Veath High
A least it wasn't algebra. D sunuived it and was
teaching was o lle diffesent than the customarny
course.



Whem D was about Jounteen, D pressined my uncle
into taking me along on his annual squiviel, hunling
camping tipe  Mu Robinson wae o regulay
HHomerv “Poodle” Noupy Louwis Stavw, Claude
DBowney, Bill Coleman, Lawton Smithson, and
o feur athers that D cannob vecall. The comradeny
of the group was more Jun to walch than the actual
hunting. D vemember someane throwing Foodle’s
hat into the aiv and anathev shooting it HAnathev
time, Bl Coleman awoke everyone in camp ab
1:00 am and started puparing breaklast. @)
course he made quite a production of. it banging pols
someone discovered it was much oo early o start
tme and Mu “Robinson enjoyed it immensely.
Ve was o good hunter, but the thing D emember
most wes the clothes he wore hunting. e wore
dress pants, the same as he wore at school. D think
he also wore dress shirts, of counse without the tie:
Someane was kidding him about hunting in such
stylish clothes and he laughingly siated they were
usually held o show distance [rom Milbunn
Kentucky; i what they called Whion Fottoma:



This is located in Carlisle County. N
Robinson started his teaching cancen at Milbusn
Vigh School and knews the people in that area:
Vo encouwaged mo to locate at Carlisle Dligh
Schaol and he made al least ane call tnying to help
me locate there

D wanted o velate my expesiences in hunting
have seen that image of the man. e had o side
Ve had o personalisy that was at home with the
Countvy person ox the state's highest dignitanies.

to Yohn Robinson and see what he thinks”. Such
had fov Mia. Robinson: D did take it to himn to
seck his aduicec D latev leawned it wasn't
uncommaon o [oumen students Lo visit ab his home.
comfosiable and showed @ sincere intenestc D'm



cestairy they were the same [ov the many students

@} all the classes and lectunes D endured through
them. However, there are o lectunes: D remember
substituted fov ar absent teachen. D wealiced at the
time that he was & masiev teacher. D can still
vecall a good potion of those lessons: D have often
wondered what ik must have been like to be a student
in hiss Dounnalism class.  Along this line, some
people may not have known that ke taught an adult
Sunday school clase at Lone @ak Methodist
Chunch:

Mac Robinson wae o siaunch supportev of Boy
Scout Twoop 20, giving them & classsoom of thein
own fov years, so they would have a place to meek
D leawned years lates, aften the Jact; that he also
sponsored Homev “Foodle™ Houp's Khouny
League baseball team. Dt wasn't made public at
the time:

Fov ane pessan o touch so many people in such o
positive way ls rare  Educators come and go and



many are emembered by heiv students; but aftew 30
years, U o very wnsual fon the embers of
wmembrance to be glowing so bughtly.  Tov those
cannot think of one withows the other. Ve wasn't
the perfect person, as none of us are, now is Lone
Wak Hgh School the pedect school, bt D
wouldn't rade one minute of it for anothew school ov
exposence:

Mike Smithson

D amv waiting “from the heart” abous & man D have

working fov himv as o leachen, coach and his
Assistant Puncipal and with him at & D
College of Business, D [eel D amv a bettew man.



D have learned so much [rom all these working
years with him that in no way could D mention all.
of them

e ook me undew his wing inv 1956 asking me to
drop oub of college at NMimay State to accepl o
position at Lone Bak Wigh School as o Teaches,
Assistant Coach and to tain me to lake his place
one day, which D did. Vot only by training me tor
teach, coach, and be an Administratos, but by being
more like o “father lo me”. D accepted his offer in
1956 and started my careew at Lone Dak High
School from 1956-1972. D all my years undev
himy, D went o and have spent some 50 years in
educalion:

Vot anly by teaching me to be |aiv and hanest with

kide, bub to nevew give up on anyone.  This ls the
O all these yearsy D have seen 3o many students
almost o failine inv high school, but given o second
chance, go om lo become worthy cilicens and raise
feautiful amulica:



D could waite 30 many stories concerning Dohn
Robinson in my 50 years of knowing him, but it
would ke such o buy book,

Ve has helped mold so many lives in the Lone
Wak community, but we all emember him as o
suck disciplinanian, which s nows missing in all
schools.  Dn my opinion, schools are not as good
cannot be o good. learning stuuctume in schools today
way of life - - - and i is misaing.

DU stop here nows, bt want 1o agaim repeal hous
this man has helped mold so many lives. D owe
everything D have ov even could have o Dohn
Robinson and beliowe D have beery very successful,
inmy 50 years in education because of hime D have
wondesful wife (tdna) fov many years.

HAnything we are able o do will nevew tell the
whole story of what this man meant o o Lone
@k community. There ls no one living that could
come close to knowing V)ohn “Robinson as D did,



but D could never wnite a stoy well enough ov long
enough that could hold and match aoll the
memoies!.

ﬂ(uw.‘g. Dewtev— 1951
(Tribute to Yohn Robinson)

Uncle Yohn Robinson was the youngest of 13
the next to youngest.  Vhein parents wese Francis
Marvion  “TM" and NMildeed (Tacket)
Robinsor:

Dohn and his brothers and sisters grews up in
altended Mumay State Teachers College ot
Munsay, Kentucky with o F3.S. degree, majoring
in English.

Dohn was principal and caach at Milbun High

Vigh Schaol, (Clinton) all in Kentuchy; before



becaming principal ab Lone Qak High School in
1946.

The following siovas have been told o me many
bruthors and sistersc

"FPopcosn
Dok had @ hard way 0 go grouing up hauing all
the olden brothers and sisters. Cne winter suening
envigh to he big bowl of popcon so he spit vight inv

“Veras MerEudes”
Whem Dohn was in the fourth grade, his teaches
Vera MG uiden gou after hio about being bad in
building and headed home, which was only o block
from the school. A Jewn yarda down the sireet, he
lurned around and came back to the school and
yelled, “D'm going to Memphis and tell all the



boye that “Vesa MerCuder don't wear no
drawers”,

"@le Shep”
“Creak and in the summentime, the boys would go to
@ section called " Flue Hale” to suwime This was
@ place an the creek about 200 feet long and 50 feet
wide and was usually deeps (15-20 feet) in places,
thus getling the name “Flue Hole” |ram the clear
decp waten e day each yeav the bigger boye
would go lishing at “Bluo Hole”. Thein
occasions (A big deal in the early 1900's). Dohn
was just 10-11 years old. They Jorsgot about the
dog (Dle Shep) being alongs (Noun @le Shep
was the town pet and all the guys petted him, [ed
himv, ete: He'd come to you when yow called, threus
o ball ov & stick, and he'd go aftev it and bring it
back to yow) So nous they're at “Flue Hole”
ugging up then equipment o stury the biy catfish in
the hole and then suuim ot and pick them up on the
sunface, Aopefully Rouiny encuph fov e big fih rp.
Thelw rigging, conslsting of about 15 Joot of stout



o float an top o keep the explosives just off the
vg ught out to the decpest partc  HAs everyone was
inlo the watev o relueve the stick on the surlace
they used for the float. Cld Shep grabbed the [loat
inv his mowth and headed back o the bank. Py the
time @lo Shep gou o the top o the bank, the boys
slorted o win fov coven and about that time, the
explosion accumed. Foov Clo Shep. . ..when the
falling, they ram back to the creeks and all anyone
Aickory stump.

“Vershey Chacolate Fars”
youngaley and was very ill. There wasn't any cure
in those days. They kept him in & voom by himsel)
with no woiors and hardly anything to eat, letting
nature lake Wy comse. ohn would slip o
Vorshey candy baw theough the windows to his
brother every chance he would getc D heard my
thase chocolate bars.



Unele Dok loved to fish, and he started taking me
when D was about uwelue years old. “We would go
twsr on theeo limes o year Jov many years. “We
year. e wouldn't let youw beat him o [ish count.
D D would get close, my end of the boat somehous
would bo away from the “tops ov bushes”. @
couss, he would always be to the [ront of the boat

Thess wese some of, the memorable limes in my
Ule. D lived with “Uncle Dohny, Aunt Edna and
Randal v 1948 and attended Poducah Duniow

HAunt Edna and D would ride the city

taught at Draughon’s Fusiness Tollege.
William Edward “PBuddy” Robinsow
(Viepheus of Yohn Edusard Robinson)



(besides his tempes) was that Y youw were ever o
student at Lone Cak, youw became one of “his” and
students D was called into M “Robinsow's office
ane lme inv my Joun years. AL that time, D was

abowt sie years. When D vetunned, D was & single
parent of o D went o work st CHS on the
midright shit whese ) vealiced that D did not want
to- do [actony work fow the st of my Ufec D paid o
wasit to Braughton's Business School to see about
classess. Thew o my smpuise was M
Robinsonc D told himv my situation and, that D
could not afford o attend full time but would like to
wefresh my Wping and bookkeeping skills so D
mowning classes fov which D paid $20.00 pev class
and ) started back to school. About & monthy latew
D went 1o see him and wld him D was going to
have to drop out because D Jound that D could
goung lo try o fund anothen job with better houns and



hoped to valunr the next tewm. D did manage to find
a job working aliernoons and D velturned to see him.
We told me muy lees wene still good and to veturn to
closs, which D did and this time, D completed them.
SA«A&,-{U&WM D was able to lind
employment as a bookkeepes

Same years later, D was talking lo & young woman
who had also attended Iraughton's and she made
the comment aboul hows expensive it was and told
me what i cost hew. D though to mysel] "D didn't
cost me that much”. This was when D realiced
second tume

The athev tip D mentioned to his office was when
sevesal [riends and mysel] had decided we didn't
need M “Crook’s math class oun seniow yeaw and
dropped it midiewm Jov & study hall, since we had
plenty of cxedits, we didn't need i Jov graduation
oxedit shot in math. “We were his students and he
took cave of us and we all walked down the aisle at

graduation.  Yohn “Robinson wes o special man



and D know D amv only one of many he gave &
helping hand to.

Linda Moore HAndersow

“What o wonderjul idea to hanow Ma Robinsond
Ve cesdainly did touch luws and the entive
communily fov many yearsc D amv delighted o
parlicipate v his honos

M Robinson was “lasgen than life” 1o me from
my earlicst vecollection of him. We were at
Eone's lisle grocesy inv the middle of Lone Balks
when D was (e years old and Mama asked him
hows old yow had 1o be to sta schoolc D was
thiilled to leawn that D could go to school, imv the
fall because D would Lo siw before the end of the
culendar yean

O first grade, Dene Buckingham, would wv
oway and go home whenevev Nis. Lamb, oun

teaches, wasn't looking. ©ne day M Robinson
was inv ouw classroom when Fonnie, Dere’s mothey



couldn't imagine a big boy like him not wanting to
bo at school. Vere neven 1an away again

twelue years o} school at Lone Wak. D suffered

fear that D would be Jound doing something weong
ov be in the halls when D wasn't supposed to be,
bt D lowed himv very much:

class boys got into trouble, he was the finst one to
stand upr and be counted to come Lo the rescue. He
was sentimental and could cry at the drop of o hat,

e awived ab schaol early, D know because
when D got there before 7:00 am o pick up my
laddew to vacuum the stage custains ov grabling a
paint brush (while wearing his suit) to prepare the
school Jov an acoreditation visit. Ve attended all
basketball games though he might Aave lo stand out
in the lobdy when the scone gob too close, but he
was always there. o and Edna, decked aub in



thein finery, came to the FProme, and he altended
banguets, concerts, and basically any event whese
wanted us to be and do oun best

Ve might cuiticice us as students, buk he didn't want
anyone else o do soc  Cne yeav when Tilghman
cheesleaders o his office on ‘Monday mowning
scome on i and wised W on the (lagpole im (ront of
Lone WCak VHigh Schoole e lefo it there all
wechend and brought i inv jow us o seec Vihen we
scows onv o lag to M Mudchlon, theinv principal,
he vefused to allows us o pub ib up and was nob
happy o have Lone Qak students on thein campua:
@n NMonday morning, M. Robinson called us
ol into his office agairv and gob M. Maatchlev on
the phone and wead him the viol ack inv wegard o
(rriisip ds Glissiy.

was o memben of the Stale Voard of Education




and we sauwr himv ab & meeling in Lexinglon. He
sald, "@h, look, hewe is one of my Lone @ak

girls”. Hows proud D was to be so cansidered. Ve
was & wevy positive influence on my life. D wanted
to live up Lo hia expectations of me and D teasune
how much ho has meant to me:

Winetta W. Birdwell

D D were asked lo describe ov introduce M
Dohn Robinson, D would start by saying he was o
man among menc  Although average in height and
statune, his being made him stick out in a crowd.
Ghe second word that comes to my mind is VALOR
his teachers and students i he [elt they were right
e was not afraid to challenge anyone who stood
was amw educatow e taught as o successful
administraton. e sumounded himsel] with
successjul teachers and demanded wespect Jov them
as well as from them Dt wasn't at all hard Jou the
students lo- learn because euery step in Lone Wak
Vligh School, at that lime, was & time to leawn. Dt
was in the ain D things got a little slows, he would
make sure it was i the aiv by his [amous shout of



"ot out of the halls, yow can's learn from there”,
Ve was o man of wspect. He vespected others and
demanded theiv wespectc Ve was o poliician. e
kneiws the impostance of the machine and, how to use
i This was very evident inv that he gat what was
best Lone Wak High Schoole e stood i the
freacing cold, along with his band and others to
welcome “Vice Puesidential Candidate Hbew
Humphrey, who latev inuited the land o march, in
Ve was most of all & supporten. o supported his
wachers and suudents and encouraged others to do
the same. He belicued in the best and he always
wasn't salisfied unless yow gave of youn lestc e
showed honow o thase who tied.

9 was wery fostunate o be ane of Ma Robinsons'
been undew his leadership. So, on this day D would
like 1o say, Mu Dohny we hanow yow ss yow
honored many of us:



ptncipal. He would speak at Pep Kallies and we
believed ous Psple Hlask Basketboll was the best! 0k
mcﬂnod.dnbdua‘nﬂgmhaﬂq.ﬂo‘hu'a
Mymh&‘-ﬂﬁt uo,ocJuam Students
weve not allowed n the halls dusing class unless t was a
Jluunn,ag.

WU»M#&“&!M ﬂ‘c&mm“a,
wondesful teachess ab Lone Oukl High Sehool and ol
the caving pecple who have been assoclated with
LOHS.

Tanna Undexwood
(Lone Oak Memontes)

Johin Robinson. That's the first thought J have when
A-&Gum.ldu.&—,.-ﬂh

M. Rebinson by cxampl, tought somne ety good
lsons obont botng quils and abnt Eotng Kond



ascording to what the situation salled for. One time, J

Mwﬁhb(f![n}d&ghqmdu
‘Wazﬂuumlclsn;nn@udwmyw
and hous lats to my next elass. M. "X vefused to Lt
uhu-ludutot‘sa/[h‘ ﬂuwouf’uM/a
d&ﬂ&mm‘nﬂgu‘db#ﬁut‘am
my first and oaly time to be sent to him. M. Kobinson
cams In, mﬂu-l,\od.’u‘ %au’oudohg
hee?” 0 tutad to explatn about sass and gas and giuls
and..."GET OUTI fie wawd So J got out and
made sure I never went back.

Ma’/aaog— C’[a.na/'él
(Another Lone Ouk and John Kobinson Story )

Y The Wolls Coming Down Could Tullll! 4
Wu&tgﬂ‘-&‘lnﬂdt‘sq‘awl&
halls &ul&ha‘sunh’dada/‘b-u’ He had

the veputation of being tough and ke was tough. But
M. Robinson had anothes side. ﬂm&q‘tnhl.‘c

/wc’mu‘sm-yw Ja‘-&&nm‘nla
heart wen though soma pavents and studunts though
othevwiss. 1 finow of Lids ke Kelped and others ke tricd
to help. o‘hﬂum/.[cu@u‘adh-g‘lub‘cw



a/mu‘oo[ ‘“‘m“‘alb‘:anﬂﬂulu
Comprahansion. Deso of us seally knew whak becoming a
Comprahansion. Sekool was alf about, but alf of ws
undevstood &t was elearly important to Mr. Kobinson
lﬂnlum&a,aalw We were on our best
hﬁm-‘um‘vhﬂmmman‘&‘la&‘m
%ny. ﬂmﬂndh.&ybo‘mbda‘c‘wm
"yacu.’ndﬁ‘su',o%‘hacﬁnad"ﬁd,u
mtuﬁsdnc'. We did.

Jan Wilkins Hexzog

ﬂuaﬂ'oﬁumu‘ocaﬁl‘uhl.(dbth.&n
man 0 have in mind. He loved his puptls. He might
okl ot of Whins avud ook dowws cond sus Uik U SR
neaded shoes and then go out and buy shoes for Ris feat.

a‘nyuJﬂW.Mhhw
o 5y . ¥ Lol Sl S 1 iy o
whint Gl sl 7 e ik a L

mistakes but Kis ability to be a good prinipal far



outwaighs the mistakis e made. He made Lons Ouk
High Sehool o wondesful Righ safiool

When Hebet was Lone O;"oﬂul-’q, several
Mmb‘hdwbml‘auﬂ-

Helen Smithson
(Momnie of Lng Age)

ﬁuu the 60's were those exheriences hwﬂdaggo‘-
JMM LOHS was My Kobinson's
“home” and you best vespeat his tusf and what ke stood
Aoblnsoa was a cuvring, sompasslonate man who was
duioen by what K buliaond best fon LOAS and s
studeats. %mn“b@t&u,ﬁww‘

wmember, Wﬁupnumﬁn&/a

Shank N, Haveis — Class of ‘64
(Lasting Memonics of LOHS)




My memories of
John E. Robinson

@
Lone Oak High School...







JOHN E. ROBINSON
1906 - 1976

PRINCIPAL OF LONE OAK HIGH SCHOOL
1946 - 1967

Administrator, Educator, Character Builder,
Disciplinarian, Community Leader,
Family Man and Friend.



